
Headmaster Notes -Accreditation Working for Morning Star 
 

Dates to Note: 

 Aug 4 - Used Uniform 
Sale, 9 - 11am 

 Aug 9 - Volleyball  
Meeting  6:15pm @ 
MSA 

 Aug 20- First Home 
Volleyball game 5:00pm 

 Aug 28 - Unpack Your 
Backpack Night, 5 - 
7pm* 

*Stop by any time between 
5 & 7pm and meet your   
teacher(s), put away your 
school supplies, and get 
your locker assignments.   

*P.E. uniforms will be  
available for purchase.  The 
school business office will 
be open. 

FIRST DAY OF 
SCHOOL 

THURSDAY,    

August 30 

 
 START TIME:  8:15AM 

DOORS OPEN FOR 
STUDENTS:  8:00AM 
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Textbook Funds 
In classical education primary sources are “king.” A primary source is an artifact, 
document, diary, manuscript, autobiography, recording, or any other source of   
information that was created at the time under study. Rather than just relying 
someone’s interpretation -- a secondary source -- we want our students to read the 
works of those present at the time, asking our students to think not just telling 
them what to think. An example of a primary source is The Diary of Anne Frank.   
 
Each year we ask our Upper School parents to purchase primary sources for their 
children. These primary sources are theirs to annotate and save for their own     
personal library. Because the State of Iowa recognizes our independent              
accreditation with Christian Schools International, we received $3,100 in textbook 
funds through Bettendorf School District. For a second year we are using these 
textbook funds to purchase the majority of these primary sources and thereby    
reducing the cost to our families.  
 
Tax Advantage of a 529 
In December 2017, major changes came to Iowa 529 savings plans with the signing 
of the federal tax reform bill. The law expanded the 529 plan by allowing         
withdrawals from 529 college savings accounts up to an aggregate of $10,000 per 
year per student for tuition expenses in connection with enrollment at a K-12    
private or religious school. As a school whose independent accreditation is         
recognized by the state, Morning Star Academy families can take advantage of this 
new change.   
 
The following is an example of possible savings using the 529. Say a married couple 
filing jointly on their 2018 Iowa tax return has a tax liability of $4,271 before    
making any contributions to a 529 plan.   If both parents chose to maximize their 
contribution to a 529 plan, $3,319 per person or $6,638 total for a married couple 
filing jointly, the total tax would be $3,748 which would provide a $523 savings in 
Iowa taxes.  It should be noted that the College Savings Iowa website states that all 
529 plans are subject to an annual total based management fee of .2%.  Assuming 
the total value of the account was $6,638 that would result in a fee of $13.28 and a 
net savings of $509.72.   
 
This is just an example, but it gives you an idea of possible savings. If you are     
intrigued, please contact your tax advisor as each individual situation is different 
and the total Iowa tax savings may differ. 
  
Headmaster Notes continue on page 2. 
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Earn Tuition Credits With Your Back-to-School Shopping  
Don't forget to use Scrip for your back-to-school shopping! Scrip is a fundraising program for schools 
like ours, but we pass the savings on to YOU! 90% of the rebates you earn through Scrip will be applied 
to your tuition account in the form of tuition credits. If you're not familiar with the program or how it 
works, check out the video link in this newsletter's email. You can also contact Erin DeVore 
(erin.devore@msa-qc.org) for details about our school's ordering program and schedule.  

 
Headmaster Notes cont’d. 
 
By-law Change and Special Association Meeting 
At our annual meeting in May the board proposed a by-law change to allow non-parents to be a part of 
the school board. Two things were requested by the Association members at that meeting. (By the way, if 
you are a parent of a student at Morning Star Academy you are a voting member of the Morning Star 
Academy Association.) First, the membership requested a few additional “tweaks” to the bylaw to ensure 
that the majority of board members are parents. Secondly, the membership thought it wise to send out an 
explanation for the change to the membership for those who were unable to attend the annual meeting. 
 
Reasons for Bylaw Change 
The first of three reasons why we desire to expand the board is for development purposes. We are limited 
to a small pool of individuals when we limit our board membership to parents only. This limits our      
connections to people who have resources and even greater connections within the broader Quad-Cities 
community. For example, a grandparent who desires to be on the board may have connections in the 
Quad-Cities that are unique to their time and station in life, connections our current board members do 
not have.  
 
Secondly, an expanded experienced board can give perspective that is difficult for current parents to see. 
Our parents are generally in a certain time of life with certain priorities that are true to that time of life. 
Board members who have a broader view of life and have a broader view of the cities can bring a fresh 
perspective when considering the long-term vitality of the school.  
 
Thirdly, while all the board members do their very best to be unbiased in their decisions and yearly sign a 
Conflict of Interest statement, they are, as parents, always within the scope of having a conflict of interest. 
It would be healthy to have at least one board member who could bring a perspective without this conflict. 
 
Date of Special Meeting of the Association 
The Special Meeting to vote on the bylaw change will be immediately following Back-to-School Night on 
September 6, 2018 at 7:30 pm.  
 
Blessings, 
Rob Spykstra, Headmaster 

mailto:erin.devore@msa-qc.org
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Primary sources that need to be purchased by Logic and Rhetoric School students 

can be found on RenWeb under the resource document tab.   

Please pay close attention to the ISBN numbers. Teachers have chosen specific  
editions to use in each class for ease of understanding and collaboration. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Elisa Wingerd at:                                    
elisa.wingerd@msa-qc.org 

 
If you are a parent of a preschool student, please make sure that your child has had a physical within the past 12 
months of our school start date of August 30.  While your child is in preschool, we must have a current physical 
examination on-file.  For example, if your child’s last physical was in November of 2017 then they will need to 
have another one done no later than November of 2018.   

The school offices will be closed  July 30-August 3.  Regular summer hours will resume on August 6.  
As a reminder, summer hours are Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 8am-12pm.   

At our first home volleyball game MSA students and alumni get in FREE! 

 
Come and support the Mustangs on August 20th at 5:00pm for their first home Varsity volleyball game against East 
Moline Christian.  Students and alumni get in free! 
 
All home volleyball  games are played at Beyond the Baseline, 1540 West 12th Street, Davenport, IA.  You will be able 

to find the schedule on RenWeb.  Mark your calendars and plan to attend. It is going to be a terrific season! 

We Will Be Closed 

Up-to-Date Physical Examinations Required for Preschool 

PTP News and Used Uniform Sale 
Do you have a heart for hospitality?  Do you like to meal plan?  Are you organized?  PTP (Parent Teacher   
Partnership) needs you.  We are looking for one or two individuals to be in charge of planning the food for PTP 
events.  If this is you – please contact Dawn Hughes at kndhughes@msn.com or 563-340-7499. 

Used Uniform Sale 
We hope you are having a wonderful summer!  The PTP is planning our summer used uniform sale on Saturday 
August 4th from 9am – 11am.  We will be accepting donations during office hours, T, W, & Th, 8:00-12:00pm.  
All items are $1 and proceeds go to the school.  
 
Please contact Dawn Hughes at kndhughes@msn.com or 563-445-1678 or 563-340-7499  

PAGE 3  

Logic and Rhetoric School Primary Sources 

Morning Star Fans 

mailto:kndhughes@msn.com
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IT’S BACK - SENIOR BABYSITTING NIGHTS AT MSA:  

 
Mark your calendars for Senior Babysitting nights. Spend the night out with family or friends. We will have a 
fun evening planned with a movie, craft, games and a light snack.  
 
Friday, September 14, from 5-9pm  
Friday, October 5, from 5-9pm  
Friday, November 16, from 5-9pm  
Friday, December 14, from 5-9pm 
Friday, January 11, from 5-9pm 
Friday, February 15, from 5-9pm 
 

 FALL JUBILEE 

When: Saturday, October 27, 2018 
Time: 1pm - 3pm  
Place: Morning Star Academy  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You are invited to a Pizza Ranch Tip Night to benefit the Logic and Rhetoric students.  
This event will be held on Monday, October 15, at Pizza Ranch, 880 Lincoln Road,  

Bettendorf.  The Student Council of 2018-2019 will receive all the tips from the evening 
and 10% of sales between 5 - 9 p.m.  Come out and support the Logic and Rhetoric  

students.   

PIZZA RANCH FUNDRAISER 
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Class Sponsored Events for Logic and Rhetoric  

Students of 2018-2019 
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Class Sponsored 

VOLLEYBALL 

 Volleyball Meeting:  Thursday, August 9th at 6:15pm at MSA 
 
Girls’ volleyball season is quickly approaching and the first practice is right around the 
corner!  All athletes that plan to participate in volleyball will need the following before 
the first practice:    

 physical form 

 medical consent form 

 concussion form 

 signed athletic activities permission form (found at the back of the athletic handbook) 

 athletic fee   

All forms and the athletic handbook can be found on our website www.morningstaracademy.org under 
the athletic tab.  The athletic fee for 9th-12th grade is $150 and for 5th – 8th grade the athletic fee is $100.  
You will need to have these items turned in to practice with the team.   

For those girls who are interested in playing volleyball in grades 5th – 7th grade,  Please contact Elisa 
Wingerd at:  elisa.wingerd@msa-qc.org and let her know you are interested and contact information.  
For those girls who are interested in playing volleyball in grades 8th – 12th grade please contact Kail Giza 
at:  gizamikhail1980@gmail.com or by cell at 309-738-6683.  Please let him know you are interested in 
playing and include your contact information.  Open gym for 8th – 12th grade will begin on July 31st 
from 4 – 5:30 pm at Morning Star Academy. 

 

Athletics  

Join Red Robin royalty and help our school earn some cheddar!  If you are an existing member and 
have a Red Robin Royalty account, all you have to do is sign in and select your school.  If you are not a 
member, all you have to do is text join and your email to:  98666 (Example:  
JOINyouremail@email.com) 

 

Plus, Red Robin Royalty members get:   

 free birthday burger 

 every 10th item is free 

 $20 toward your 6th visit 

 special military surprises 

 exclusive surprises. 

 

Learn More at RedRobin.com/betterschools 

Ongoing Red Robin Fundraiser 
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Drop-Off & Pick-Up Procedures 
Pick-up and Drop-off Procedures 

Our goal is to provide a safe, efficient method of dropping off and picking up your/our children 
at Morning Star Academy...With that in mind, PLEASE remember and follow these rules: 

1. Enter the parking lot – Do not turn left towards the front of the school!  Students are not to be 
dropped off or picked up at the front door. If you need to come into the building, please park down 
below and walk up with your child. 

2. The upper parking lot should only be used if you need to enter the building after 8:15am or after 
3:30pm. ** 

3. The gravel lot behind the gym is a student parking lot ONLY.  This lot is not to be used by par-
ents for drop off or pick up. 

4. Proceed down the hill. 

5. All cars must proceed in a counter-clockwise direction through the parking lot.  Parents, circle 
through and load or unload from your car.  To ensure the safety of the children and the efficiency of 
the traffic flow plan, please pull as far forward as possible. 

6. To prevent back-up on Tanglefoot Lane, we will allow parents to park for pick-up down below in 
designated parking spaces. If parking, always use crosswalk when crossing guard is present. 

7. No parking in the spaces that are in front of the ditch.  This area will be used for loading and un-
loading.  All children waiting for pick up will be standing directly behind the yellow line in the Stu-
dent Pick-Up/Drop-Off Zone. 

8. We will continue to dismiss preschool and kindergarten 5 minutes early. 
9. Be thoughtful, careful, cooperative and patient. 

 
Diagrams are available in the Parent-Student handbook available on the website. 
 

**NOTE:  Parking or waiting in vehicle in front of the building or along the grassy area in main 
lot is not allowed at any time.  This is against fire code.  

MO R N IN G STAR  AC AD EMY N EWS 
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                    Fourth Quarter Honor Roll 
      High Honor Roll                        Honor Roll 
                                    3.9 - 4.0 GPA    3.75 - 3.89 GPA 
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Gr. Student Gr. Student 

1 Micah Arguello 

1 Rosalie Brooks 

1 Rachel Cox 

1 Maci Girskis 

1 Gabriella Greaves 

1 Jeremiah Harrington 

1 Aidan Mack 

1 Ozias Mack 

1 Rylee Peterson 

1 Zaley Rohde 

1 Emery Schaefer 

1 Lilian Shaw 

2 Kaitlyn Amman 

2 Aubrie Bailey 

2 Cooper Bush 

2 Jon Carter 

2 Sydney Coffman 

2 Charli Cushing 

2 Jillian Hovey 

2 Elise Jacob 

2 Channah Lawrence 

2 Luke Leverenz 

2 Barrett Lundgren 

2 Annabelle Maynard 

2 Annabelle Myatt 

2 Jobie Shook 

2 Reagan Tipsword 

2 Kate Walsh 

3 Abigail Brewer 

3 Truman Brooks 

3 Gavin Stecker 

3 Morgan Tipsword 

3 Caxton Van der Hart 

4 Brogdon Lundgren 

4 Sophie Marshall 

5 Josh Brady 

5 Connor Brooks 

5 Campbell Dopler 

5 Katelyn Jacob 

5 Lucy Marshall 

5 Jude Rennie 

5 Annabella VonMuenster 

5 Carson Miller 

6 Camila Crespo 

6 Rachel Ellingson 

6 Rebekah Hartsuch 

6 Eli Hughes 

6 Madelyn Lee 

6 Calvin Maynard 

6 Ethan Raeside 

6 Noah Shook 

6 Karli Sowards 

6 Gavin Trotter 

6 Natalie Weyrick 

7 Luke Bohonek 

7 Sarah Brewer 

7 Vallarie Fendley 

7 Norah Giza 

7 Paige Johnson 

7 Maddy Murphy 

8 Juliet Brewer 

8 Kara Hughes 

8 Carolyn Raymon 

8 Caleb Schroeder 

8 Samuel Schroeder 

8 Anna Stivers 

9 Eli Brady 

9 Lauren Ellingson 

9 Faith Littig 

9 Lauren McIntosh 

9 Eliana Parks 

9 Jackson Trotter 

0 Rachel Rossi 

10 Sarah Schroeder 

10 Abigail Stivers 

10 Madison Trotter 

1 Samuel Brady 

11 Grant Ellingson 

11 Will McIntosh 

12 Cody Anderson 

12 Jayden Anderson 

12 Kelly Hansen 

12 Jaclyn Norton 

1 Zoe Dean 

1 Diedrich Van der Hart 

2 Atticus Lee 

3 Isabella Ingwersen 

3 Micah Rohde 

3 Austin Mappin 

3 Halle Zimmerman 

4 Creighton Arguello 

4 Evie Filbeck 

4 Violet Jewell 

4 Clara Lee 

4 Orion Mack 

4 Sidney Bicknese 

4 Cayden Green 

4 Selah Lorentzen 

4 Emmaline VonMuenster 

5 Carson Bohonek 

6 Reilly Murphy 

7 Ella Hansen 

8 Kacie Knary 

10 Maddy Wilson 


